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an extra $100,000 or more per month. I
guess New York City isn’t the only
place Speaker PELOSI went on a spend-
ing spree last week.

As the sixth richest Member of Con-
gress, the Speaker might not be wor-
ried about this costly new program,
but American families should sweat it.
It comes as families are getting
crushed by the worst inflation in 40
years. It is insane.

It is also redundant. Members and
staff already have access to a congres-
sional gym for a membership fee. The
Peloton perk did not replace it. In-
stead, it duplicates it.

I would like to see any Democrat go
to their district, my district, anyone
else’s district and defend this; look
people straight in the face. I will tell
you what is happening in our district,
there are parents who are going to
eight or nine stores looking for baby
formula, paying for gas that you can
barely afford.

Instead of trying to help these strug-
gling families, Democrats are plun-
dering their pocketbooks to pay for
Pelosi’s Peloton membership.

You can’t image a more out-of-touch
party. This isn’t just an exception; it is
the rule in the Democratic conference.
Let me tell you something, Mr. Speak-
er. I actually heard your conference
chair, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, say—talking
about the Democrat agenda and saying
about gas prices: ‘“That issue hasn’t
come up in our conference.” It has
come up in every single American’s
kitchen table, but not in the Demo-
cratic conference.

Mr. Speaker, we also heard a Demo-
crat Member, Congresswoman PORTER,
who said: ‘““We aren’t seeing inflation in
the polls.” I am not sure what polls
they are taking that they think that
Peloton for Members and staff is going
to solve this problem.

In the Democratic conference nobody
talks about gas prices because they
haven’t heard about it. The polling
says inflation doesn’t come up. Yet, as
we speak, Democrats are pushing for
more reckless spending and higher
taxes that will only make this problem
worse.

Mr. Speaker, I remember sitting on
this floor, talking in this mike, warn-
ing the majority party, the Democrats,
if they went through with the reckless
spending of almost $2 trillion that in-
flation would come. The sad part, Mr.
Speaker, is that it wasn’t just the Re-
publicans warning you, it was Demo-
crats; those that had worked in the
Obama administration and the Biden
administration.

Lo and behold, what have we found,
Mr. Speaker? Inflation. They first want
to tell America, no, it is just tem-
porary. No, it is not. We now have the
former ex-Fed chair saying you are
going to get stagflation, just like in
the 1970s. Do you remember in the late
1970s when you couldn’t get gas on an
even day if your license plate ended in
an odd number? Now you don’t know if
you can afford it when you pull up.
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You don’t know if your credit card
goes high enough. You don’t know if
you have enough money to go. You are
filling it up because you are trying to
drive to find baby formula that the ad-
ministration knew about for a year and
did nothing about.

We have watched a Congress be so
partisan. We have watched a Wash-
ington with one-party rule and only
care about one person—themselves.
Their first bill was about changing
election law so they could dictate who
wins. Then when the polls were bad and
they were going to lose, they appointed
a political committee to go after their
political opponents.

That is all going to change in 174
days from now. That focus is going to
be on you, the American people. It is
not going to be more Pelotons for those
in Congress. It is not going to be wast-
ing your taxpayer money. It is not
going to be appointing committees and
not allowing the other side just to go
after your political opponents. It is
going to be focusing on America.

Do you know what the rise in gas
prices with this one-party rule has
done to America? It is costing every
family more than $2,000. The rising
prices are costing them an extra $5,000.
An open border is now costing the lives
of Americans.

Fentanyl is the number one cause of
death for Americans between the ages
of 18 and 45. I don’t know how that
doesn’t show up on their polls. Now
what do they want to do? They want to
lift title 42. It is not just Republicans
warning them, it is Democrats, who sat
as Secretaries of Homeland Security,
warned them not to do it.

I don’t know if they think it will
take the attention away from no baby
formula, can’t afford gas, inflation con-
tinuing to rise; but they think they are
doing all right.

We should reward staff and get them
a Peloton membership. Don’t just get
them any membership, get them the
VIP. They think it doesn’t cost you
anything because they take it to the
American taxpayer, the hardworking
taxpayer, to spend more of your
money. Just like they did with $2 tril-
lion. Just like they wanted to do more
with their Build Back Better.

Have they not learned enough? If you
go to their conferences, I am not sure
what they talk about. They say they
don’t bring up the gas price. They say
inflation doesn’t show up in the polls.
They are probably looking at more
perks and spending more tax dollars.
That day is ending soon and a new Con-
gress with a focus on the American
people and the future of America is
soon to come.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BEYER). Members are reminded to di-
rect their comments to the Chair,
please.

————

OPIOID CRISIS

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my greatest concern and the
urgency to act now to address our Na-
tion’s opioid crisis and drug overdoses.

At the height of the pandemic in 2020
we saw record numbers of overdoses
across the country, and in Michigan we
saw even more alarming rates. In 2020,
the opioid crisis claimed the loved ones
of over 2,400 Michiganders and commu-
nities like Ecorse, Michigan, in the
13th District, has seen the highest
overdose rates in our State.

The physical and mental health of
our communities are under siege. We
must do more and act with urgency to
save lives. Accessibility to preventive
treatments and resources for harm re-
duction is critical in keeping our com-
munities safe.

Also, we must not forget the impor-
tance of holding for-profit Big Pharma
companies accountable in fueling this
epidemic through the sale of higher
doses of opioids to our communities.
We must make the bold action to re-
move the stigma as well of this crisis,
create equitable treatment plans, and
expand access to harm reduction tools
for those who need help.

I applaud the administration for un-
derstanding the importance of this
issue, but our communities can’t wait
another year for a grant or another
study. We must hold the corporate
profiteers accountable and get the
boots on the ground to address this cri-
sis.

————
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RECOGNIZING THE ROANOKER
RESTAURANT

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize The Roanoker Restaurant,
an establishment so iconic it carries its
city’s namesake.

Opened in 1941 by Craft Warren, this
Roanoke staple has served as a gath-
ering place for generations. For nearly
81 years, The Roanoker provided folks
across the Star City a place to come
together over a delicious, home-cooked
meal.

Its current owner, Butch Craft, began
working at the restaurant more than 52
years ago before eventually taking
over the business.

Over the course of its storied history,
the restaurant has moved throughout
Roanoke before making its way to its
current and, unfortunately, final home
on Colonial Avenue in 1982.

This week, the entire Star City was
saddened to learn that, after more than
eight decades in business, The
Roanoker will be closing its doors at
the end of the month.

One resident said it best: It is going
to be greatly missed, no doubt about it.
It is going to be so missed.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-05-19T11:39:47-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




